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We see a cross-section of a waterlogged ditch with a dirty and
terrified man lying init. It is KARL KERN. The gas mask on his
back appears above the ditch.

EXT. A D TCH - DAY

It is cold and the air is msty around the | andscape of the

Net her |l ands. AMERI CAN SOLDI ERS are circling Karl Kern froma

di stance. Every now and then Karl noves, only to be shot at from
two different directions. W fade in to bl ackness..

Anerican voi ces are heard. Then Karl appears still lying in the

ditch but the sky a deeper shade of blue and his |ips chattering
slightly as the cold water nakes every bone in his body ache. He
crawls slightly forward. Shots ring out and Karl abruptly stops

where he is. He cautiously renoves his gas mask...

EXT. THE DI TCH - MORNI NG

Karl awakes to feel warmrays of sunshine on his cheek. He can hear
the voices no nore and cautiously clinbs out of the ditch. Covered
in mud, Karl drags hinself out and slowy wal ks through the trees
toward where he thinks his fellow German troops are. Suddenly, a
sound of gunfire is heard and Karl |eaps behind a tree. (He yells
in German with English subtitles.)

KARL
Ni cht schiessen! Ich bin Deutscher. (Don’t shoot. |
am Ger man.)

The shooting stops, and agai n he says

KARL
Ni cht schiessen! Ich bin Deutscher. (Don’t shoot.
" m German.)
Agai n, bl ackness. Then....
I NT. NI JMEGEN, HOLLAND - DAY
Karl wakes up in a small, makeshift tent swarm ng wth Gernman

soldiers. He is given a cup of hot drink while snuggled deep in his
bl anket enjoying the warnth and rest. But things take a turn for
t he worse again and soon....



EXT. TRENCH - EI BERGEN, HOLLAND - TW LI GHT

It is a cold gray norning as Karl’s division is canouflaged by
shrubs in a densely wooded area. W see Karl in a trench along with
ot her SOLDI ERS and his best friend, WALTER, who is next to him The
division is being surrounded by Canadians this tine. Mrale is | ow
as shown by the dirty, wearied expressions on the nen’s faces. One
man, the lieutenant, is still barking out orders.

LI EUTENANT |
Karl, go and tell headquarters of our position.

KARL
Walter, | have to keep communi cations open with the
battal i on headquarters and report our new orders to
our conpany |ieutenant.

WALTER
Stay safe, ny friend. Don’t |let the Canadi ans see
you. We don’t want you dying in this nmeaningl ess
war .

Karl replies with a weak smle and nmakes his way to headquarters.
EXT. DI RT ROAD - ElI BERGEN, HOLLAND - DAY

Karl i1s wal king cautiously along a dirt path when a grenade whi zzes
past him He imrediately breaks in to a run and dodges the flying
gr enades.

EXT. HEADQUARTERS - TW LI GHT

Karl is admtted by a soldier as we see a snmall collection of tents
t hat make up the German base.

| NT. HEADQUARTERS - TW LI GHT

Karl stands in front of the Lieutenant in atent lit by a single
oi | |anp.

LI EUTENANT I |
Wthdraw via the only road still open.

The |ieutenant opens up a |large nmap on his desk and points to the
r oad.



LI EUTENANT I |
What ever happens, you nust deliver this nessage if
you want your nmen to nmake it out of there alive.

EXT. TRENCH - EI BERGEN, HOLLAND - NI GHT

We see Karl running up to Walter who is still lying in the trench
doing his best to keep hinself warm against the biting wnd and

first signs of drizzle.
VWALTER

|’ mglad you' re back. Qur |ieutenant junped on to

one of the last tanks |eaving the area and deserted.
KARL

But who's going to get us out of here?

WALTER
H m
He points to a small, scared | ooking man overseeing the soldiers as
he says. ..
WALTER
Second- i n- command.
Karl wal ks over to him
KARL
We have orders to withdraw. Lead the nmen out of this

pl ace

The second-in-command | ooks up at Karl with frightened eyes and
manages to stutter

SECOND- | N- COMVAND
| - 1 don't think that’s possible, really because we
are many nmen and these Canadians are really, really
surroundi ng us. ..

KARL
And you're going to stand around and wait for
sonet hi ng to happen?

The second-i n-conmand | ooks down in shane as we hear a scream from
a soldier now dead on the ground.



KARL
Look. We can’t go on much |onger. There are
i nadequat e supplies, hardly enough food to go
around, and our |eaders are deserting us. For the
| ast three weeks, we have done nothing but huddle in
hol es, nmake a stand, retreat, regroup and do it al
over again. W have nore casualties than we can
count. Sonetinmes, we don't even know who our enem es
are.

The second-in-comuand | ooks around him avoiding Karl’s glare.
Beat .

SECOND- | N- COMVAND
Tell me what to do.
KARL
Ri ght .

EXT. QUTSI DE ElI BERGEN - DAY

The nmen are now regrouped outside of the city as Karl has
successfully led themto safety. However, we see Canadi ans ri mred
around the group and the first shot of a machine gun is fired. Al
hel | breaks | oose. W see the area of turnmoil froma camera above.
Men are falling and the ones that aren’t dead are being taken
prisoner. W still have our eye on Karl who notions to his friend,
VWalter to follow him They dash through the forest as guns shoot at
them Karl spots a river and they both junp in, covered in water up
to their shoul ders.

KARL
VWll this is famliar.

The two hold on to will ow branches as the sun sets and the col d
sets in to their bones.

EXT. A FARM HOUSE - N GHT

VWal ter raps on the door of a small cottage that is opened by an
el derly, scared | ooking man. (They speak in German with English
subtitles)

WALTER
Do you speak German?

| nstead of answering, the man | ooks around nervously. He then
notions themto cone in.



I NT. THE FARM HOUSE - NI GHT

FARVER
I’11 give you shelter for the night. You can hide in
the |l oft above the barn. There is a door facing the
back. Leave whenever you need to. I'Il get you sone
f ood.

The farmer turns around where sone sausage and bread is sitting on
a table. A BOY rushes in talking excitedly in German. He halts as
he notices Karl and Walter.

I NT. LOFT - NI GHT

The pair are lying on hay and though they are squashed, they are
happy to be safe.

KARL
So we | eave at mdni ght, nmake our way north al ong
the coast......
WALTER

....And then back to Germany. Good. Sl eep.

Before we know it, Walter has rested his head and is sl eeping
soundly. Karl | ooks at himand does the sane thing.

I NT. LOFT - MORNI NG

There is a knock on the farm house door. Karl and Walter stir as
they realize what tine it is and that they had m ssed their chance
of getting away during the night. They hear a boom ng voice com ng
fromthe doorway. (Spoken in German with English subtitles).

Cl VI LI AN MAN
Macht auf und komt heraus. Sie werden gut
behandel t .
(Open up and conme out. You will be treated well.)

WALTER
It wasn’'t the farnmer that gave us away. It was the
boy.

Kar| nods.



| NT. HOUSE - MORNI NG

Karl and Walter make their way down the |loft steps where they are
greeted by a German civilian with an arnband and five Canadi an
soldiers. They are put in handcuffs and roughly pushed out of the
house.

EXT. HOUSE - MORNI NG

KARL (V. O
The only thing | dreaded all through the war had
conme about. All the time | was engaged in conbat |
was never afraid of being killed, but I had an awf ul
feel i ng about bei ng captured.

Karl and Walter are both searched by guards. The one searchi ng Kar
finds his mlitary pass with a picture of Hitler glued on to the
back. As Karl is trying in vain to show the officer he didn't want
the picture there, he was only ordered to, the officer turns red
with anger, rips out the picture, and slaps himin the face.

EXT. NOORDW JK ON THE SEA - N GHT

We focus in on many nen on a steel boat in a rough sea fighting
agai nst the wind and rain. W hear Karl say:

KARL (V. O

A tank picked us up fromthe village where we were
taken to a prisoner of war canp. W got | oaded on to
a train. W were put in another canp. W were
interrogated and put on to another train. Such is
life in the arny. (Beat). There were runors we would
be going to Russia. W weren't.

EXT. POW CAWVP - OTLEY, ENGLAND - DAY

Karl is marching up a hill with fellow prisoners and Walter by his
side. At the top of this hill is a huge prisoner of war canp fenced
with barbed wire and tall guard towers.

KARL (V.O
This was Oley in the county of Yorkshire, England,

the site of one of the nost nenorable and life-
changi ng experiences | woul d ever have.



| NT. POW CAMP - NI GHT

W see a tent wth ten disgruntled prisoners |ying dow on the
ground, legs crossing in the mddle. Focus in on Karl lying quietly
while the others are conpl ai ni ng.

PRI SONER
Three hot neals a day, they say. Watery porridge and
a cup of tea for breakfast. For lunch: one slice of
bread and a cup of tea. Then, sonme nore bread with
butter and cheese that could feed one person but has
to be split to feed the ten of us.

KARL
It could be a | ot worse.

PRI SONER
How could it be worse? We're already starving.

In reply to this, Karl curls up in to a ball to renove hinself from
the ness of feet in the mddle of the tent.

EXT. CAMP GROUNDS - DAY

Karl is lost in thought as he strolls around the perineter of the
canp. Today is his birthday. W see fl ashbacks.

QUI CK | NTERCUTS

—Karl is alittle boy, playing with his brother and three sisters
in the back yard. His nother and father are | ooking on, sitting in
chairs, sipping | enonade.

—Hi s nother’s bedroom where she is Iying on her deathbed with the
famly |l ooking on. She is pale and does not wear a happy face like
she does in the previous nenory.

—Karl’s brother is valiantly flying an MEL109 over clear blue skies.

EXT. CAMP GROUNDS - DAY

Karl suddenly becones aware of hinself again as rain starts to pour
down and a clap of thunder is heard. A few days later...



POW CAMP LI EUTENANT
You’' ve been assigned to a farm commando, Kern.
Here's a card that your farnmer will identify you by.

The next day...

A Morris Mnor station wagon pulls up outside the gates. A guard
checks the nunber on the farner’s card and the huge iron gate is
opened, letting Karl and the three nmen with himout. The nmen study
the FARMER. He has a weat her-beaten face with kind blue eyes under
hi s bushy eyebrows and a nedium build. The prisoners nanage to
say. .

PRI SONERS
Good nor ni ng.

..And clinb in to the car.
EXT. FARM HOUSE - DAY

The station wagon arrives at a nmediumbut tidy farm The house is
nodest yet appealing. The nen step out.

FARMER
Do any of you speak English?

The nen, save Karl, shake their heads and | ook around.

KARL
Alittle.

FARMER
Then you can be the spokesman. Alright, let ne, uh,
show you what to do.

EXT. STABLE - DAY

The stable is piled up to the ceiling with horse manure. Mst of it
dried up. The boys | ook at each other in bew | dernent but they' re
eager to please their new enployer. Alittle later, Karl is forking
up a little manure and the pile is half cleared. The farnmer appears
out of the house.

FARVMER
Take a break. Sit down.

The nmen sit down and the farner stares at them standing there.



FARVER
Where’s your |unch?

The nmen notion that they don’t have any food and flip their pockets
out to show they have not hi ng.

FARVER
| don’t understand. It says in the letter you're
wel |l fed and need not be given food.

KARL
(I'n broken English) W eat one slice of bread in one
day.

The farmer is astoni shed and rushes in to the house. He cones back
later wwth a plate piled high with sausages. Behind him his wfe
carries two huge bow s of french fries.

EXT. POW CAMP GROUNDS - DAY
A sol di er passes by Karl who is taking a wal k around the canp.

SOLDI ER
You there. You ve been assigned a new conmando.
Building site.

EXT. BUI LDI NG SI TE - DAY

A large group of the prisoners stand in front of an abandoned
farmhouse with tractors, cenment m xers, gravel, cenent, and piles
of curbstones and wooden pl anks around it.

| NT. ABANDONED FARMHOUSE - DAY

The foreman stands in front of the men with an interpreter by his
si de.
FOREMAN
This whole site’s going to be turned in to a housing
estate. Your job is to build the roads and nanhol es
and | ay the water and sewage pi pes.

The interpreter repeats it in German.

FOREMAN
Now do we have any carpenters?



Karl sits next to his trusty friend, Walter, who looks a little
uneasy when Karl raises his hand and nudges hi m expectantly.

WALTER
| have no idea how to work with wood.

KARL
Come on, I’'ll show you howto do it.

Walter reluctantly raises his hand and Karl gives him a thankful
smle as the foreman tells them—

FORENMAN
Bill will be in charge of you

EXT. ROAD NEXT TO BUI LDI NG SI TE - DAY

Karl is working on a manhole close to the collection of houses
near by where a narrow road passes through the building site. He
spots a young girl, possibly about seventeen or eighteen wal ki ng
al ong the road.

The next day, Karl is working at the side of the road anticipating
this girl wal king past him She does. Karl pretends to neasure
sonething as the girl approaches. Then he | ooks up. She is
beautiful. Her blues eyes sparkle and she blushes slightly as she
sees himlooking at her. Her dark blonde hair falls neatly to her
shoul ders as she daintily wal ks on by. Karl’s eyes follow her the
whol e way.

A few days later, he is working in the very sane spot when he sees
her again, holding a little girl by the hand. This tinme, Karl | ooks
up just as they pass.

KARL
Good eveni ng.

G RLS
Good eveni ng.

The two girls smle as they pass himbut quicken their pace.
| NT. ABANDONED FARMHOUSE - DAY

Bill is sitting at a nessy desk sipping a cup of tea. He | ooks up
when Karl|l coughs.



Read the remainder by ordering your copy from the agent.
Sorry, requests from the general public will not be answered.
Free copies will be sent to bonafide film producers only. A release formis available.



